
Free activities surrounding the United Nations In-
ternational Day of Peace September 21st:
1. A Peace Festival at Eastown’s Annual Street 
Fair on Saturday, Sept. 12, 9-8 p.m. where children of 
all ages can learn about the seven principles of peace 
through win-win activities.
2. Sunday, September 20, 1:00 p.m., a Gathering 
in St. Francis Garden on the front lawn of Dominican 
Sisters Grand Rapids Motherhouse at Marywood 
(East Fulton and Lakeside), sponsored by the 
Instruments of Hope. Followed from 2-3 p.m. by an 
Interfaith Peace Service, with representatives 
of different faiths addressing violence around the 
world, their experiences with violence, and how their 
faith and understanding help them move toward 
peace and forgiveness.
3. A Week of Peace Education by proclamation 
from the Grand Rapids Public Schools, Sept. 14-18 
(its 31st consecutive year) in the public schools with 
a program guide from the UN IDP website containing 
age-appropriate activities for observing peace and 
celebrating people of different cultures.

September 2015

The United Nations International Day of Peace was pro-
claimed by Mayor George Heartwell of Grand Rapids, 
Mich. to “commemorate and strengthen the ideals of 
peace both within and among all nations and peoples.” 
The Institute for Global Education has planned several 
important community events to celebrate and observe 
peace here in Grand Rapids in connection with this in-
ternational day of observances around the world.

The United Nations International Day of Peace events are sponsoredby The Institute for Global 
Education, the Dominican Sisters Grand Rapids and the Instruments of Hope
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